
The building was
constructed in 1891.
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Missoula Publishing
Company/Gazette

1891

Koopman +
Wissbrod

1909-1921

Mrs. Mattie Pickens
Boarding House at

117 W Main

1927-1928

F.B. Pott Barber &
Falstaff Cafe at 121

W Main

1927-1928

The Missoulian

1902-1905

Fred Wissbrod
Meats

1921-1926

Moe & Jette
Barbershop at 119 W

Main

1927-1928

Mattie Fitzgibbons
(Pickens) Boarding
House at 117 W Main

1929-1933

Building
Timeline



O.K. Barbershop at
119 W Main

1929-1933

Falstaff Cafe at 121
W Main

1929-1933

Mattie Fitzgibbons
Boarding House at

117 W Main

1934

Falstaff Cafe at 121
W Main

1934

Falstaff Cafe at 121
W Main

1936-1938

Pioneer Barbershop
at 121 W Main

1929-1933

O.K. Barbershop at
119 W Main

1934

Uptown Cafe
(Cocktail Lounge) at

117 W Main

1936-1938

The Derby Liquors at
117 W Main

1940-1941

Building
Timeline



Nash & Kilburn Bar
at 121 W Main

1940-1941

Murrill’s Cocktail
Lounge at 119 W

Main

1943

Murrill’s Cocktail
Lounge at 119 W

Main

1945

Murrill’s Cocktail
Lounge at 119 W

Main

1947-1953

Hartsell’s Bar &
Lounge at 119 W

Main

1955

Nash Bar at 121 W
Main

1943

Falstaff Bar at 121 W
Main

1945

The Flame at 121 W
Main

1947-1953

The Flame at 121 W
Main

1955

Building
Timeline



The Fritz Bar &
Lounge at 119 W

Main

1956-1965

The Flame at 121 W
Main

1956-1965

The Flame at 121 W
Main

1966-1969

Chuck’s Lounge at
119 W Main

1981-1982

Jay’s Bar at 119 W
Main

1985-2003

Jerry’s Lounge at 119
W Main

1966-1969

Chuck’s Lounge at
119 W Main

1970-1980

Corky’s Bar & Lounge
at 119 W Main

1983-1985

Dance Collective,
The Loft,

Headwaters!

21  Centuryst

Building
Timeline



The Missoulian
In 1902, the Missoulian Publishing Company

was formed, with T. E. Butler as business
manager and Harry O. Collins as editor.

Collins sold his share in 1907, and Joseph M
Dixon, who had served two terms as

Congressman from Montana and was later
governor, assumed ownership. (Source)

Harry Collins was likely a businessman from
Anaconda according to a page on ancestry

titled “Harrold ‘Harry’ Pierce Collins”.

1902-1905

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_M._Dixon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_M._Dixon
https://oldmissoula.com/a-short-history-of-the-missoulian-by-sam-gilluly-1985/


1909-1921
Koopman + Wissbrod

Arthur Wissbrod of Koopman + Wissbrod
was an owner of a large wholesale meat

sale and business in Missoula. He attended
high school locally, as pictured from a

yearbook below, and eventually moved to
Seattle after marrying his wife Mabel in 1917.

His business partner, Fritz Koopman, was
from Germany.

His father, Fred, would later take over his
butcher shop following Arthur’s departure.

https://genealogytrails.com/mon/missoula/bios.html


1921-1926
Fred Wissbrod Meats

Frederick G Wissbrod was born on 8
June 1867 in Biel, Bern, Switzerland.

He settled in the United States, married
his wife in Butte, and later relocated to
Missoula, where we have evidence of

Fred’s meat market business.

He took over his son’s butcher shop a
few years after Arthur relocated. A

photo below includes Fred some years
earlier.

The occupation of butcher composed
a large part of his life and was

ultimately his occupation at his time of
death.



1921-1926
Fred Wissbrod Meats

 



1927-1928
F.B. Pott Barber

“F. B. Pott of Missoula, Montana,
is responsible for tying and
selling a complete series of
hair hackled flies, or ‘Mite’

patterns. Frank Pott developed
these flies some years ago

between 1920 and 1925. His first
patent in the year 1925 was the
first time a fly tying procedure

has ever been patented. Patent
number was 1,523,895. Frank

was a barber and a wig maker
which gave him a background

in the workings of hair.”
(Source)

 

https://gbflycasters.org/The_Leader_Online/1986/September%201986%20Leader.pdf


1927-1928
F.B. Pott Barber

“Early in the 1920's Franz B. Pott
of Missoula, Montana, produced

the first trout flies with woven
hair hackle. The hackle was

used in an “ingenious series of
woven-bodied hair flies known

to fishermen as ‘Mite’ flies.”
Many western anglers still use

these flies.”
(Source)

 

https://www.amff.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/1980-Vol07-No2web.pdf


1927-1928
F.B. Pott Barber

(Source)
 

https://wplives.org/wp_mileposts/WP_Mileposts_July_1954_number_60.pdf


1927-1945
Falstaff Cafe

A long-standing Missoula staple,
Falstaff Cafe offered “Regular

Dinner Every Day” with specials on
steaks or chicken dinners on

Sundays. They often advertised in
the Kaimin and offered coupons to

students and athletes.



1927-1934
Mattie Fitzgibbons (Pickens)

Boarding House

Mattie Pickens, later marrying and
becoming Fitzgibbons, opened a

boarding house in downtown
Missoula with small, single

occupancy rooms for rent. She is
pictured below with her husband.



1943-1953
Murrill’s Cocktail Lounge

Need we say more?



1947-1969
The Flame

The “You Know You Lived In
Missoula MT If....” Facebook had a

lot to say!

“My favorite Missoula bar. Their
tabletop menus bragged about

having the “finest stereo system in
the Northwest.” And who could

forget the aquarium behind the bar
with the eel in it?”

“Used to be a traditional hangout
for expectant fathers while their

wives gave birth at StPats”

“Beautiful red leather booths”

“Chucks next door with
shuffleboard, Flame to take a date”



1947-1969
The Flame



1947-1969
The Flame



1947-1969
The Flame



1970-1985
Corky’s Bar & Lounge

With many alluring advertisements
in the Kaimin newspaper, it was
likely a fun spot for students and

other Missoulians alike. It was
upstairs from the Flame.



1985-2003
Jay’s Bar

Initially, the bar was named Corky’s,
and later, Jay bought out his

brothers and the bar became Jay’s.
With both floors open as bars,

Missoulians knew the building as
“Jay’s” and “Jay’s Upstairs”.

(Source)

Many folks have fun Jay’s Upstairs
stories, including a contractor that

visited Headwaters last year. He
mentioned the floor shaking from

everyone dancing to the punk
music. I’m sure there are many
more anecdotes similar to his.

https://www.the-driveby-tourist.com/missoula-montana-sightseeing/


1985-2003
Jay’s Bar



1985-2003
Jay’s Bar



Approximately 2021
The Loft

“The second floor is home to The
Loft of Missoula, a members-only

social club. While a limited number
of events can be scheduled by

non-members, The Loft leadership
tightly controls the space’s use. As

of July 2021, The Loft is listed as
“Permanently Closed”.

(Source)

https://www.the-driveby-tourist.com/missoula-montana-sightseeing/


General Information

119 W Main Street Missoula MT

Missoula Montana
Sightseeing

https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/119-W-Main-St-Missoula-MT/17893985/
https://www.the-driveby-tourist.com/missoula-montana-sightseeing/
https://www.the-driveby-tourist.com/missoula-montana-sightseeing/
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